
 

January 2016 Newsletter 
Calendar of Events: 
(Regular meetings start at 7 P.M. unless otherwise 

stated.) 

Dec. 10th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting.  

Christmas Party. 

Jan. 14th- Juniper Styling I. 

Jan. 28th- Juniper Styling II. 

Feb. 11th- Grafting program with Se Sihongheune. 

Feb. 25th- Annual Club Business Meeting. Everyone 

is welcome! Bring your ideas to make our club 

better. 

March 10th- Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

April ?- TBD 

April 16 & 17th- Kathy Shaner Seminar. 

April 23 & 24th- Japanese Garden Spring Festival 

and BOD meeting. 

May 14th- Saturday 8 AM- 4 PM, Club Auction and 

Raffle. 

June 9th- Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

June 24-26th- Club Exhibition. 

July 14th- TBD 

July 28th- BOD meeting at Mark’s house. 

Aug. 11th- TBD 

Sept. 8th- TBD 

Oct. 6th- TBD 

Oct. 13-16th- LSBF Convention. 

Oct. 22-23rd- Japanese Garden Fall Festival, BOD 

meeting. 

Nov. 10th- Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

Dec. 8th- Christmas Party. 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

Remember to renew your 

membership! There is a form 

at the end of the newsletter. 

 

President’s Message 
By Vice President Steven Hendricks  

Substituting for Bill Weber. 
 

  The holiday season has passed and I 

hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday 

season. 

To start out this year we have some 

vacancies in our Board of Directors. Bill 

Weber had to resign his presidency due to 

health reasons.  In addition, Joan has resigned 

as our Secretary.  I would like to thank both 

for their service to the club over the past year.   

Because of this we need two people to 

step forward and fill the terms that expire at 

the end of 2016.  Neither duty is unduly 

difficult. The duty of the President consists 

primarily of conducting the meetings.  He or 

she welcomes the visitors and makes 

announcements of upcoming events.  He or 

she also holds a board meeting four times a 

year to discuss items of club business.  The 

Secretary keeps notes at the club meetings 

and Board Meetings.  

It is time to renew your membership 

for 2016 if you have not already done so.  

Don’t miss a meeting or a newsletter.  A 

renewal form is included in this newsletter. 
 

From our Program Chairman  
Steven Hendricks- 

January Program Notes: 
 

Thanks to all who showed up for our 

Christmas potluck and Chinese gift 

exchange. We welcomed two new members, 



Matthew Wiener and Patrick Johnson one of 

which was the lucky winner of the Saunders 

Boxwood.  

The January program will be our 

yearly styling and repotting of junipers into 

bonsai pots.  This gives everyone a chance to 

practice their bonsai skills on club junipers at 

no risk to their own trees.  There is no 

substitute for actually working on a tree to 

learn the bonsai art.  With styling and potting 

two meetings will be needed to complete the 

task; therefore, we have reserved the same 

meeting room for the 4th Thursday, January 

28, as well.  The club will provide the 

junipers, pots, bonsai soil, some wire, and a 

watering station.  You need to bring your 

tools and some wire.  We will need a few 

volunteers for juniper caretakers.  

It is important to have all hands on 

deck for this.  We sell the little junipers at 

Springfest and Fallfest at the Japanese 

Gardens.  The proceeds help pay for our 

programs throughout the year. 

Also, a heads-up for our February 

program.  Se Sihongheune will be giving a 

short presentation on grafting at which he 

will demonstrate the three types of grafts.  

After the presentation he will help club 

members graft onto their own trees.  So be 

thinking of what you have that needs 

grafting and start gathering the plant 

material you need.  Remember, for most 

grafts you need to use material from the 

same tree or, at a minimum, from the same 

species. 

 

DECEMBER BONSAI 
By John Miller 

 

Winter this year has been pretty non-existant. 

That kind of weather is bad for bonsai.  The trees 

can’t really get prepared for winter. And we most 

likely will find a cold front trying to do havoc. Try to 

select locations to temporize the lows and highs by 

utilizing ground heat and artificial shade. 

Be sure your trees are well watered before 

going thru a deep freeze.  They will be losing water 

to evaporation but will not be able to replenish it if 

the soil in the pot is frozen.  Protection from high 

winds is necessary so they will not dry the tops out.  

Sunlight is not necessary on deciduous trees when 

they have lost their leaves.  In fact, it can be bad for 

the tree because it will heat up the trunk and could 

make the tree come out of dormancy too early. 

I advocate placing the trees on a well drained 

ground bed in a protected shady area.  Then cover the 

pots with a shallow layer of mulch. This will give the 

roots several degrees of protection.  You should 

know which trees have a greater need for water.  If 

you put these trees together it will be easier to check 

your need for watering while they are in the bed. 

I would treat the evergreens in a similar 

manner but put them where they can get some sun. 

Personally, I keep my outside hardy trees on 

the benches until the temp goes below 25.  Then I set 

the deciduous and more tender evergreens on the 

ground below and between the benches until a temp 

in the teens is expected.  At that point I will use old 

carpet and quilts to cover the benches.  For the rest 

of the winter I leave them there and lift the sides for 

air circulation of the deciduous trees and uncover 

fully the evergreens when the temp rises.  Sounds 

like a lot of work but I developed a routine that fits 

me and it isnt a bad as watering in the summer. 

Of course the tender and semi-tender trees 

need protection.  The semi-tender get left out for 

some frost but no freezing.  When freezing is 

expected they get put in a cool area.  If they show 

growth again they go to the greenhouse.  It’s not a 

big greenhouse and doesn’t give optimum growing 

conditions but keeps things from freezing. 

Indoor trees will be using more water to 

offset the lower humidity.  Soil will also be losing 

water faster through its surface.  Be sure to watch the 

indoor trees for insect problems.  Most plant insects 

love a controlled atmosphere like the indoors.  Spider 

mites seem to get the most attention here because 

they do great in a low humidity and the lack of 

foliage spraying.  Scale can be an easily overlooked 

source of trouble.  There is usually more severe 

problems with plants that have been kept outdoors in 

summer than brought in without any treatment.  

Indoor trees need to be fertilized regularly and will 

require periodic trimming as they continue to grow 

through the winter. 

Greenhouses are much the same as indoors.  

However, most greenhouses are kept more humid.  



The higher humidity is to the liking of aphids and 

fungal diseases.  It may also result in your keeping 

the soil too moist with associated root problems.  Use 

you standard insect controls that you used last 

summer.  I use my Garrett Juice mixture. 

Styling can be done at this time but no 

repotting unless you are going to keep the tree from 

freezing after that.  Repotting initiates new root 

development which is usually not very hardy. 

A better approach would be to study one or 

two thoroughly each day making notes on what needs 

to be done.  January is an excellent time to start any 

remodeling projects that may be necessary.  While 

the trees are dormant you have better view of the 

branch structure.  Do any need to be moved or 

removed?  Do any coarse branches need to be cut 

back to a smaller side branch for refinement?  Do any 

long straight branches need wiring to give them 

motion?  Does the tree really need a drastic redesign?  

You can also trim the twigs back while you have 

them there.  You can also decide if that tree will need 

to be repotted this spring, is the present pot good or 

should you find a more appropriate pot for it. 

Any long warm spells during the month could 

activate some of the insect problems but as a rule 

there are no special needs to look for in January.  

Spraying with a dormant oil spray will kill adults, 

nymphs, and eggs of any trying to over-winter on 

your trees.  Some dormant sprays can be used on new 

growth but better results overall will be obtained if 

you do it before Valentine’s Day.  A weak lime 

sulphur dormant spray will also get fungal spores and 

should be done before Feb 1. 

If you have your summer display and 

growing benches cleared, you could use a stronger 

solution lime sulphur to disinfect that area too.  The 

underside of the benches should be sprayed also.  

Might even eliminate spider mites next year. 

  

If you have several trees and find that you run short 

of time during the repotting season you may gain a 

little advantage by mixing your soil this month. 

I am looking forward to the week after 

Christmas.  That is when I will start bringing my 

shohin elms and maples into the greenhouse to break 

dormancy and I get to play a couple of months earlier 

than I would without the greenhouse.  That repotting, 

restyling, and the first flush of growth will be over 

before the big stuff thinks about growing. 

 

 

LSBF 2017 Convention  

Logo / Naming Contest - $50/$50 PRIZE 

FOR WINNERS! 

  

The Bonsai Society of Dallas and the Fort Worth Bonsai 

Society will be co-hosting the Lone Star Bonsai 

Federation Convention in April of 2017. Your joint 

Convention Committee has begun organizing all of the 

factors that make up this large event. We need a name 

and a logo and would like to get the membership of both 

clubs involved. We are therefore offering a “Name” 

Contest and separately, a “Logo” Contest. 

  

NAME CONTEST  

Come up with a catchy name for the convention and 

enter as many as you like. Typed or handwritten is fine.  

 

LOGO CONTEST  

Keep in mind that the logo will also become the pin for 

the convention. The logo must contain: BSD, FWBS, 

2017 or '17, and LSBF somewhere in the design. A rough 

sketch with some color indicated is fine. We are not 

looking for finished artwork. Enter as many designs as 

you like.  

 

GENERAL CONTEST DETAILS  

 The deadline is set for noon, Saturday, February 

6, 2016, at the end of the Dallas Club meeting.   

 Turn in your entries at any Fort Worth or Dallas 

club meeting or send your entries to Sylvia Smith 

(slysmith@tx.rr.com) or Mark Bynum 

(mark.bynum12@att.net), Co-chairs of the 

Convention. Be sure to include your name.   

 All entries will be judged by and become the 

property of the 2017 Convention Committee.   

 Winners of each contest will be awarded $50 

worth of raffle tickets at the Convention.   

 

 

 

 



Fort Worth Bonsai Society 
2016 Membership Form 

 

Please submit at a club meeting or mail to: Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

       c/o Mark Bynum, Treasurer    

                             2708 Chinquapin Oak Lane 

       Arlington, TX  76012 

 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ___________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Telephone: Hm___________________________  Cell                                                      

E-mail address: (for Newsletter & notices)     __________________________________ 

Please check your membership selection below: 

___ Individual Membership: $25.00 

___ Joint Membership:  $35.00 

___ Student Membership: $15.00 

 

 

 

 

For Treasurer’s Use Only: 

 

Name: __________________________________ Membership Year:____2016_______ 

Amount Paid: ____________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Dues received by: ____________________________________________           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


